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provide  stanzas   theretofore   unprinted.     Among
those responding were Leconte de Lisle, Heredia,
Verlaine, Mallarme, Judith Gautier and Swinburne,
who contributed The Ballad ofMelicertes.   This series
of opuscules forms  to-day one  of the rarest of
collectors3 items ;   the Symbolist Exposition itself
was able to glean only two examples.   Its celebrity
is not due, alas, to the versecraft of Leon Blum,1'
who was responsible for an abundance of sonnets
and Petites choses, or " Trifles."   It happened that
both he and Paul Valery,2 aged twenty, made their
literary bows in the first issue ; this and succeeding
numbers were adorned by the latter with twelve
of the  poems  which  speedily  became renowned
under the title of I*Album de vers ancient.   A hint has
been ventured that Leon's apparition as a rhymester
was not deterred by a plentiful stock of small change,
which acquired lyrical merit of its own when the
printer's bills came in.3    But the legend that he
" bought his way " into sundry periodicals must be
regarded with caution.    I am not aware that he
gained individual control of important sums until
his forty-ninth year, at the death of Auguste Blum ;
then, to be sure, he purchased control of his own

1  " Though he is sensitive to poetry," says Andre* Gide,
" his is the most anti-poetic head that I know/*

2  Born in 1871 and hailed at the beginning of his second
decade as a troubadour of genius, Paul Valery after 1897 fell
into a  mysterious  silence  that  lasted  twenty  years,    On
resuming the pen, he produced works compelling his recog-
nition as one of the leading French poets of our day.   He
served as President of the Symbolist Exposition, though he
repudiated the movement long years ago,

* Emil Lengyely supra,